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San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
Site Description for

Point Pinole Regional Shoreline
Location, Ownership, and Management: Point Pinole Regional Shoreline (Point Pinole) is a
2,315-acre park located on the shore of San Pablo Bay in the City of Pinole. It features picnic
areas, beaches, a fishing pier, and miles of trails that lead to panoramic views. Point Pinole is
owned and managed by the East Bay Regional Park District (District).
Contact Name: Jeff Manley, Shoreline Unit Manager
Contact Phone: (510) 544-3172
Contact E-mail: jmanley@ebparks.org

Boat-in Campground

East Beach at High Tide

Atlas Road Staging Area

Facility Description: Point Pinole is a key destination for non-motorized small boaters with
beaches and a boat-in campground along the scenic shore of San Pablo Bay. Water access
facilities at the site include a small beach near the northeastern tip of the park and wide
beaches along much of the western shore of the park. The eastern beach launch and
campground are located approximately 1.2 miles from the parking area so facilities are
accessed primarily from the water. The District will allow those with campground reservations
to drive and park a limited number of vehicles. Other facilities at Point Pinole include miles of
Bay Trail, picnic and meadow areas, ADA restrooms, and a fishing pier.
The District is in the planning phase for a formal non-motorized small boat launch along the
northeastern shoreline, near the fishing pier. The District is also planning a new Visitor Center
that will include interpretive displays, District offices, and outdoor use areas for educational
exhibits and programs highlighting the Bay, its ecosystems, and wildlife.
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Regional Shoreline Overview Map
Fishing Pier
East Beach Launch

Campground

Bay Trail

West Beach

Atlas Road Staging
Area (restrooms,
parking, drinking
fountains, shuttle
pick-up)

Giant Road Staging
Area (restrooms,
parking, drinking
fountains, shuttle
pick-up)

Launch / Campground Overview Map
Fishing Pier
Oyster Reef Balls

ADA Restrooms,
drinking fountains

Beach Launch

Campground
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Other Identifying or General Information:
Site ID: CC21
In WT Plan: Yes
Existing or Planned: Planned
Ownership: Public
County: Contra Costa
Geo-Region: San Pablo Bay
SF Bay Plan Region: Central Bay North
Launch or Destination: Destination
Home of a Club: No
Used by a Program that Assists Persons with
Disabilities: No
Description of Launch/Landing:
Fixed Dock/Pier Launch/Landing: No
Float: No
Transfer/Launch Assistance System: No
Gangway: No
Boat/Trailer Ramp: No
Mudflats Affect Site Usability: Yes
Beach Wheelchair Available: No
Stair Water Entry: No
Beach: Yes

Appreciated for Windy Conditions: No
Near Food or Drink: No
Proximity to Other Sites: The nearest
designated Water Trail site is McNears Beach
County Park, located approximately 5 miles
west across the southern edge of San Pablo
Bay. Pinole Bay Front Park is located 3.6 miles
northeast and Point San Pablo Yacht Harbor
is located 4.3 miles southwest.

Fee for Launch or Parking: A parking fee
may be charged when the kiosk is
operated during summer weekends and
holidays.
Other Launch/Landing Notes: Mudflats
can preclude access at low tides,
particularly along the eastern shore.
Firm-Surface Beach Crossing: No
Water Entry Path: No

EBPRD is currently planning for a new, accessible shoreline launch near the campground.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Site Appears to be Suitable For:
Kayak: Yes
Windsurfer: No
Kiteboard: No
Whaleboat: No
Stand Up Paddleboard: Yes

Canoe: Yes
Outrigger Canoe: No
Sculling: No
Rowboat/Dinghy: Yes
Dragonboat: No

Due to the distance from the parking area, Point Pinole will serve primarily as a destination
for boaters coming from other locations to camp or use the picnic facilities. The western
shoreline has a sandy beach at most tides, but is flanked by steep bluffs that can limit access
from the shore to park facilities.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Transportation and Parking:
General Spaces (number): ~150
ADA Parking Spaces (number): 6
Duration (hours): 12
ADA Parking Description:
Altas Road Trailhead: There are approximately
80 parking spaces, including four ADA parking
spaces.
Giant Highway Trailhead: There are
approximately 70 parking spaces, including
three ADA parking spaces within the paved
portion of the lot.
Loading/Unloading Area: No

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail

Overnight Parking Allowed: Yes
Overnight Parking Description: Cars can be
parked overnight with permission from EBPRD
through the campground reservation process.
Public Transportation: The closest transit
service is the AC Transit 71 bus line, which has
a stop at the Point Pinole Business Park,
approximately 0.5 miles from the main parking
area.
Shuttle: Shuttle van service is available daily
(unless otherwise posted) to carry park visitors
to the pier or picnic areas. The shuttle stops at
the Atlas Bridge and the Giant Highway
parking lots and the fishing pier. Service
includes a trailer to carry large gear, including
kayaks and camping gear.
Bay Trail: Yes
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Path of Travel:
Distance to Launch from Parking Area (feet): 8,000
Distance to Launch from ADA Parking (feet): 8,000
Distance to Launch from ADA Restrooms (feet): 130
Distance from ADA Restrooms to ADA Parking (feet): 20
Path of Travel Exists: No
Path of Travel Description: Currently a path of travel does not exist to the water. There are
paved and level paths that lead from the parking areas to the campground and in proximity
to the beach. The campsite is approximately 1/4 mile from the beach. Planned improvements
are intended to provide an accessible path of travel from the Bay to restrooms and to the
campground.
Other Site Amenities:
Total Restrooms: 7
Total ADA Restrooms: 7
Restroom Description: There are four
permanent restrooms with flush toilets and
sinks at the Atlas Road Trailhead. There is one
restroom near the pier, and two ADA unisex
restrooms near the campsite parking area
(with no running water). Restrooms are also
located at the Dotson Family Marsh and Giant
Highway Trailheads and other picnic areas.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail

Boat Washing: No
Rigging/Staging Area: No
Picnic Tables: Yes
Benches: Yes
BBQ: Yes
Boat Storage: No
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Overnight Accommodations:
Hotel: No

Hostel: No

Ship: No

Camping: Yes

Other: No

Point Pinole offers a group campsite with a large lawn, benches, picnic tables, BBQs, drinking
fountains, and a fire pit. The campsite is located within a former munitions bunker area,
which provides protection from the winds.
Additional Notes on Use of Site (Boating and Non-Boating) and Existing and Planned
Management:
Due to the distance from the parking areas, it is anticipated that Point Pinole will primarily
serve as a destination and/or camping site for boaters launching from other areas. The
campground can accommodate groups up to 20. Point Pinole Group Campsite can be
reserved by calling 1-888-EBPARKS or 1-888-327-2757, press option 2. Reservations must be
made at least 7 days in advance.
EBRPD is currently planning for accessible shoreline access in proximity to the campground.
The project is intended to provide a path of travel from the beach high tide line to connect to
existing facilities including ADA restrooms, the campground, and drinking fountains, as well
as potential future facilities like a kayak storage rack and shower/washdown facilities.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Additional Notes Related to Accessibility:
Access to the water is not currently ADA accessible. However there are a variety of accessible
facilities including parking, restrooms, drinking fountains, picnic benches, and paved
pathways.
Water access improvements are anticipated to begin in 2020, which could include the
construction of an ADA access ramp to the water, wash down site, path of travel, and a kayak
storage area for overnight camping.

Safety and Security, including Parking:
Access to the eastern shoreline is only feasible at higher tides from many locations due to
extensive mudflats that are exposed at lower tides.

Low tide can prohibit access to East Beach so users must plan to arrive/depart at higher tides

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Wildlife and Habitat Considerations:
Point Pinole Regional Shoreline features over 100 species of birds due to a myriad of habitats
within its 2,315 acres. Bird life can be found on sandy shores, marshland, eucalyptus groves,
meadows, and in a fresh water pond while meandering along the park's twelve miles of trails.
Shorebirds wade at the beaches, and the salt marshes are home to song sparrows and
harvest mice.
In 2013, The Watershed Project deployed 100 community-built reef balls at Point Pinole,
made by volunteers from concrete, bay sand, and crushed oyster shells. In an area that is
primarily mudflat, these balls act as substrate for oysters to attach to. As of Fall 2016 there
were approximately 30,000 oysters in total on the reef balls, and they’re attracting other
organisms as well. The presence of invertebrates attracts fish and birds, increasing
biodiversity in the area.
The reef balls are located north of the primary launch beach. Planned improvements would
be located away from the reef balls to minimize potential collisions with kayaks that could
dislodge oysters. Nearby eelgrass beds are also not anticipated to be impacted due to the
shallow draft of non-motorized small boats, which would limit any physical harm to the grass.
Education, Outreach, and Stewardship, Including Signage:
The Water Trail will develop a sign at the trailhead that could emphasize the need to avoid
disturbing wildlife, including nesting wading birds. The sign will include buffer distances and
will emphasize that boaters should keep their distance and avoid paddling directly at wildlife.
More detailed information about these species and how to avoid disturbing them is found in
the Water Trail brochure and on the Water Trail website.
The Water Trail sign will also include information about navigational safety emphasizing that
boaters should be aware of ferry routes, shipping channels and larger boats, as well as
information about personal safety. The Water Trail sign will include the Water Trail website
address and have a QR code that links directly to the Water Trail website where users can
find more detailed information.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Other Existing or Anticipated Water Trail-Related Issues and Opportunities:
Planned improvements will make this site one of the premier boat-in campgrounds in the Bay
Area. The high quality facilities and scenic location will be optimized with completion of a
new formal launch and support amenties such as kayak storage and a path of travel.
Accessibility of Sites within the East San Pablo Bay Area Waterfront Geo-Region:
There are three potential Water Trail sites identified within this geo-region: Lone Tree /
Rodeo Beach; Pinole Bayfront Park; and, Point Pinole Regional Shoreline. The East San Pablo
Bay Geo-Region provides opportunities to enjoy windy conditions, calm conditions, wildlife
viewing, and rural experiences. There are currently no broadly accessible water access sites
within this Geo-Region. Upon completion of improvements to Point Pinole, this will be the
first accessible site within this Geo-Region.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Summary of Environmental Review
based on the
San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail Plan Final Environmental Impact Report

Point Pinole Regional Shoreline
March 9, 2019
Resource Area

Recreation
References: WT
DREIR, pp. 3-32 to 337.

Impacts Analysis

Point Pinole Regional Shoreline
has a beach launch, parking,
restrooms, campground, a pier
and observation deck, and a
picnic areas. Land-side
facilities are well maintained
and have sufficient capacity to
accommodate increased levels
of use.
Hunting is allowed in many the
marshes within four miles of the
site, although hunting is not
allowed in any of the marshes
immediately adjacent to the
site.

Navigational and
Personal
Safety
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-38 to 3-51,
and Figures 3.4.2-1
and 3.4.2-2.

Small boat users should be
aware of winds, tides, and
currents and how to boat near
other vessels. Mudflats can
prohibit landing along the
eastern shore of Point Pinole
so paddlers will need to plan to
launch and land only at higher
tides. Boaters should also
avoid lingering in the shipping
channel located north of Point
Pinole.

Notes

Water Trail users may submit
comments to Water Trail staff
through the website if they witness
or experience recreational conflict
at any designated site. The Water
Trail educational sign would
include warnings about seasonal
hunting in the Bay (Oct – Jan) and
includes the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife website for
specific information.

The Water Trail educational sign
and website provide information
related to navigational and
personal boating safety.

Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

BiologyVegetation
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-69 to 3-92
and
Table 3.7.2-1 and Table
3.7.2-2.

There is marsh habitat along
the shoreline adjacent to the
launch and across Point Pinole.
Extensive eelgrass beds are
also located offshore. Eelgrass
beds provide food, shelter, and
spawning grounds for a diverse
assemblage of native species,
including Pacific herring.
Almost half of all eelgrass
known in San Francisco Bay
occurs between Point Pinole
and Point San Pablo. Some
eelgrass surveys are
conducted by kayak.

Eelgrass beds are regularly
monitored and have been
expanding in recent decades. From
1987 to 2003 the total acreage of
eelgrass increased by 2,500 acres.
Impacts to eelgrass bed habitats is
anticipated to be low given the
shallow draft of most nonmotorized small boats and
relatively low speeds of operation.
No adverse impacts to eelgrass
have been observed from existing
levels of non-motorized boat use in
the area.

Aesthetics
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-56 to 3-68.

Point Pinole Regional Shoreline
is considered an urban/wildland
interface site, characterized by
the public park adjacent to
residential and commercial
facilities, backed by views of
marshes and across San Pablo
Bay. Point Pinole Regional
Shoreline currently has a
variety of interpretive signs
throughout the park.

The Water Trail will require the
inclusion of a Water Trail
identification sign at the site as well
as the educational sign. A “sign
program” will be developed with
East Bay Regional Parks District to
ensure that the I.D. signs and
educational signs do not result in
sign clutter at the site.

Preventing the inadvertent spread
of exotic, invasive plant species is
important at all launch sites. The
WT educational sign and website
ask WT users to help prevent the
spread of invasive species by
rinsing boats and equipment
immediately after use and by not
landing in marshes or on levees.
Proposed improvements by
EBRPD include a boat wash /
shower facility that could reduce
the spread of invasives.

Resource Area

Biology – Birds
References: WT FEIR
text and map

Biology – Rafting
Waterfowl
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-93 to 3131 and Table 3.8.2-1,
Figure 3.8.2-1.

Impacts Analysis

There are currently no active
heron or egret rookeries
located within four miles of the
site. Point Pinole features over
100 species of birds due to a
myriad of habitats within its
2,315 acres. Bird life can be
found on sandy shores,
marshland, eucalyptus groves,
meadows, and in a fresh water
pond. Shorebirds wade at the
beaches, and the salt marshes
are home to song sparrows and
harvest mice.
This site provides access to
areas where rafting waterfowl
may congregate.

Notes

The WT educational sign includes
information about how to paddle
responsibly around wildlife and to
maintain a buffer distance from
various bird species, and to avoid
landing in the marsh or on levees.
The WT website and brochure
include more detailed information
about not disturbing nesting birds.

Avoiding disturbance of rafting
waterfowl is addressed in the
Water Trail educational sign,
brochure, and website.

Biology – Ridgway’s
rail and California black
rail and high tide refugia
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-93 to 3-131 and
Figure 3.8.2-2
Personal
Communication with
CDFW

Black rail and Ridgway’s rail
are present in the nearby
marshes.

Signage is needed to emphasize
the importance of keeping a 50-foot
buffer from rail habitat (not entering
channels less than 100 feet wide)
and staying clear of high-tide
refugia, and that landing in
marshes and on levees is
prohibited. The Water Trail
educational sign, brochure and
website include this information.

Biology –Western
Snowy Plover and
California Least Tern
References:
WT DREIR pp. 3-93 to
3-131 and Figure 3.8.23, Personal
Communication with
CDFW

Unique or important western
snowy plover or least tern
habitat does not exist in the
vicinity of Point Pinole.

Signage is needed to emphasize
the importance of keeping a 650foot buffer from sensitive habitat
and staying clear of high-tide
refugia, and that landing in
marshes and on levees is
prohibited. The Water Trail
educational sign, brochure and
website include this information.

Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Habitat for salt marsh harvest
mouse occurs throughout the
nearby marshes.

Boaters are advised through the
WT brochure and website to not
disembark in any undesignated
areas or trample sensitive habitats,
including marshes. The WT
educational sign emphasizes that
boaters should not land in marshes
or on levees.

Cultural
Resources
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-163

The East Bay Regional Park
District is planning
improvements near the
northeast point of Point Pinole.
While this area has been
subject to extensive
development over time, the
potential for impacts to cultural
resources would be determined
and mitigated through the
project planning process.
NMSB users are not allowed to
land in adjacent wetland
habitat, which would prevent
potential disturbance of cultural
artifacts.

The WT website includes
information about avoiding
disturbance to cultural artifacts.

Hydrology

The East Bay Regional Park
District is planning
improvements near the
northeast point of Point Pinole.
The potential for impacts to
water resources would be
determined and mitigated
through the project planning
process.

Hydrological changes would occur
consistent with regulatory
requirements.

Biology – Harbor
Seals
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-132 to 3156, Figure
3.9.2-1, and
Tables 3.9.2-1, 3.9.2-2,
3.9.5-1, and 3.9.5-2
Biology – Other Species
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-132 to 3-156
San Francisco Estuary
Institute Salt Marsh
Harvest Mouse Data

There are no primary or
secondary harbor seal haul-out
sites within four miles of this
site.

The WT educational sign,
brochure, and website all advise
boaters not to land at haul-out sites
and to always stay at least 330’
away from hauled-out harbor seals
and at least 500’ away from March
to July when seals are pupping.

Resource Area

Transportation,
Circulation, and
Parking

Impacts Analysis

The site has two large parking
areas that can accommodate
users.

Notes

Most users will access the site from
other launch locations, so
increased use of parking facilities is
anticipated to be negligible.
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