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San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
Site Description for

Candlestick Point State Recreation Area
Location, Ownership, and Management: Candlestick Point State Recreation Area (Candlestick
Point) is a 252-acre park located along the southeast shoreline of San Francisco. Candlestick
Point is owned and operated by California State Parks.
Contact Name: Michelle Squyer
Contact Phone: (415) 671-0146
Contact E-mail: michelle.squyer@parks.ca.gov

Jackrabbit Beach

Windsurf Circle

Sunrise Point Campground

Facility Description: Candlestick Point is both a launch and destination for non-motorized small
boaters with beaches and a boat-in campground along the shore of southeast San Francisco.
Water access facilities at the site include a small beach - Jackrabbit Beach - along the centraleastern shore of the park. Jackrabbit Beach is the primary launch / landing site for kayakers and
stand up paddleboards. This sandy beach provides an ideal launch when tides are high, but due
to extensive mudflats access at this site is constrained during low tides. The beach is located
approximately 135 feet from the main parking area.
For many years windsurfers have launched from informal water access paths at the southwest
portion of the park, just south of the Hunters Point Expressway. Windsurfers typically rig in the
open areas along the roadside parking, then carry equipment through a path in the small riprap
to the water. The site is used by windsurfers due to its strong winds, ease of access, and free
parking.
A new (2018) kayak-in / hike-in / bike-in campground is located approximately 2,000 feet from
the parking area. Facilities are intended to be accessed from the water, on foot, or by bike. The
campground is located 1,800 feet from Jackrabbit Beach. Other facilities at Candlestick Point
include miles of Bay Trail, picnic and meadow areas, restrooms, and a fishing pier.
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Candlestick Point State Recreation Area Overview Map

Yosemite Slough
CSP and LEJ

Jackrabbit Beach
Sunrise Point Campground
Fishing Pier

Windsurf Circle

Launch / Campground Overview Map
Restrooms

Jackrabbit Beach
Parking
Sunrise Point Campground

Windsurf Circle
Restrooms

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail

Fishing Pier
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Other Identifying or General Information:
Site ID: SF1
In WT Plan: Yes
Existing or Planned: Existing
Ownership: Public
County: San Francisco
Geo-Region: Southern San Francisco
Waterfront
SF Bay Plan Region: Central Bay
Launch or Destination: Launch
Home of a Club: No
Used by a Program that Assists Persons with
Disabilities: No
Appreciated for Windy Conditions: Yes
Near Food or Drink: No

Proximity to Other Sites: The nearest
designated Water Trail site is Islais Creek,
located approximately 4.75 miles north along
the San Francisco waterfront. India Basin
Shoreline Park is located 3.5 miles north and
is anticipated to undergo redevelopment to
include a low-freeboard dock in coming
years. The Brisbane Marina is located 2.6
miles south and the Oyster Point Marina is
located 3.3 miles south.

Description of Launch/Landing:
Fixed Dock/Pier Launch/Landing: No
Float: No
Freeboard Level:
Transfer/Launch Assistance System: No
Gangway: No
Gangway Length (feet):
Gangway Width (inches):
Gangway Slope Description:
Boat/Trailer Ramp: No
Mudflats Affect Site Usability: Yes
Beach Wheelchair Available: No
Stair Water Entry: No
Beach: Yes
Firm-Surface Beach Crossing: No
Fee for Launch or Parking: No

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail

Other Launch/Landing Notes: There are
two primary launches: #1 Jackrabbit
Beach is a sandy beach that can only be
used at higher tides due to mudflats. #2
is used primarily by windsurfers near
the parking lot at Gate 1 (AKA
Windsurfer Circle).
Restrictions: 135 feet from parking to
the windsurf launch. 400 feet (ADA
path) from the parking area to
Jackrabbit Beach. There is no accessible
water access launch at either location.
Water Entry Path: Yes
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Site Appears to be Suitable For:
Kayak: Yes
Windsurfer: Yes
Kiteboard: No
Whaleboat: No
Stand Up Paddleboard: Yes

Canoe: Yes
Outrigger Canoe: No
Sculling: No
Rowboat/Dinghy: No
Dragonboat: No

Much of the nearby former Hunters Point shoreline is inaccessible to the public from the land,
so the water offers unique views of the base’s large decommissioned structures.

Jackrabbit Beach is a wide, sandy beach that is an ideal launch and landing site when tides
are high. Mudflats can prevent launching/landing at low tides.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Transportation and Parking:
General Spaces (number): 220
ADA Parking Spaces (number): 4

Parking Description: The parking lot is closed
Thursday and Friday, and open from 8 a.m.-5
p.m. on Saturday - Wednesday. The park is still
ADA Parking Description: There is quite a bit of open on Thursday and Friday.
parking, including four ADA spots near the
restrooms closest to the beach. There are 19
Loading/Unloading Area: No
parking spots at windsurf circle, none are
Bay Trail: Yes
accessible.
Public Transportation: Candlestick is currently
Duration (hours): 9-11
not accessible by transit. SFMTA offers bus
March 10 to October 31 – 8am to 7pm
service to the intersection of Thomas Mellon
November 1 to March 9 – 8am to 5pm
Drive and Executive Park Boulevard,
approximately 1 mile to the west of the park.
Overnight Parking Allowed: No

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Path of Travel:
Distance to Launch from Parking Area (feet): 135
Distance to Launch from ADA Parking (feet): 135
Distance to Launch from ADA Restrooms (feet): 510
Distance from ADA Restrooms to ADA Parking (feet): 50
Path of Travel Exists: Yes
Paved trails lead from the parking area to the campground and around Sunrise Point. There is
no firm-surface water access to the beach or the Bay.

Other Site Amenities:
Total Restrooms: 4
Total ADA Restrooms: 4
Restroom Description: There are two
restrooms, both with 4 unisex stalls each.
They have flush toilets.
Boat Washing: No
Rigging/Staging Area: No

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail

Picnic Tables: Yes
Benches: Yes
BBQ: Yes
Boat Storage: No
Boat Storage Description: Future plans may
include boat storage for programs and
visitors.
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Overnight Accommodations:
Hotel: No

Hostel: No

Ship: No

Camping: Yes

Other: No

The campground is located at Sunrise Point. It has six accessible campsites, accessible trails,
potable water and flush toilets. Campfires/ground fires are not permissible, but there are BBQ
grills and food lockers at each site. There are no showers. Check-in is 2 pm and checkout is 12
pm. Campers can stay a maximum of two nights.
Additional Notes Related to Accessibility:
Access to the water is not currently ADA accessible. However there are a variety of accessible
facilities including parking, restrooms, picnic benches, paved pathways, and camp sites.
Water access improvements, which could include the construction of an ADA access ramp to
the water near the campground, are currently being considered in the State Parks planning
process.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Additional Notes on Use of Site (Boating and Non-Boating) and Existing and Planned
Management:
Candlestick offers a scenic launch in southeastern San Francisco that is anticipated to become
a hub of non-motorized small boat activity. Completion of the boat-in campground in 2018
has helped to activate the site and a growing number of kayak programs occur from
Jackrabbit Beach as the tides allow.
Windsurfers have long used access at Windsurf Circle. Use of Candlestick is low, but could
grow with provision of formal access. Protecting parking and ensuring any future nearby
development does not impact access for windsurfers should be a priority for shoreline
managers. Additionally, as Candlestick Park redevelops, provision of parking, a rigging area,
and formal water access should be considered.
California State Parks is planning for accessible shoreline access in proximity to the
campground. The project is intended to provide a path of travel from the high tide to connect
to existing facilities including ADA restrooms, the campground, and drinking fountains, as
well as potential future facilities like a kayak storage rack and shower/washdown facilities.
Safety and Security, including Parking:
Mudflats significantly impact access to Jackrabbit Beach. Access to the eastern shoreline is
only feasible at higher tides from many locations due to extensive mudflats that are exposed
at lower tides. A path of entry is typically available at all tides along the southern shoreline
(Windsurf Circle).

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Wildlife and Habitat Considerations:
The mud and sand beds of the wetland habitat are home to clams, ghost shrimp, marine
worms and other small animals. The bay waters support a great variety of sea life, as well as
resident and migratory waterfowl and shorebirds. Squirrels and rabbits make the park their
home, and birdwatchers can enjoy the sight of hawks, brown pelicans, cormorants, surf
scoters, western grebes, terns, and snowy and common egrets, among many other species.
Adjacent Yosemite Slough has undergone significant restoration from industrial
contamination to restorated wetlands and a bird nesting island. Due to the shallow
bathymetry and sensitivity of recently restored wetlands, paddlers are advised to stay out of
Yosemite Slough.

Harbor seals and sea lions can be observed as they swim and hunt along the shoreline.
Other Existing or Anticipated Water Trail-Related Issues and Opportunities:
California State Parks in the planning phase for numerous improvements to Candlestick Point
as part of a larger residential and commercial development intended for the area. A formal
non-motorized small boat ramp along the northeastern shoreline, near the new campground,
will be an important access enhancement to allow kayak-in camping and access to the water
at all tides. State Parks is also planning a new amphitheater, interpretive displays and
outdoor use areas for educational exhibits and programs highlighting the Bay, its ecosystems,
and wildlife.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Education, Outreach, and Stewardship, Including Signage:
Literacy for Environmental Justice (LEJ), is a local community-based organization, who in
partnership with City Kayak and Kayaks Unlimited, provides regular interpretive kayaking
events from Jackrabbit Beach. LEJ is located at Candlestick and promotes ecological health,
environmental stewardship, and community development in Southeast San Francisco by
creating urban greening, eco-literacy, community stewardship and workforce development
opportunities that directly engage and support local residents in securing a healthier future.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Accessibility of Sites within the Southern San Francisco Waterfront Geo-Region:
There are six potential Water Trail sites identified within this geo-region: Pier 40 (South
Beach Harbor), Pier 52 Boat Launch, Mission Creek, Islais Creek, India Basin Shoreline Park,
and Candlestick Point State Recreation Area. Of these, only India Basin and Candlestick Point
do not have some sort of accessible launch/landing facilities. Both have projects in various
stages of planning that, when constructed, will provide ADA accessible access to the water.
The experiences that are available in the Southern San Francisco Waterfront Geo-Region are
urban. Several sites have benefitted from the commitment of the Port of San Francisco to
improve public access along the waterfront. As a result, there are several sites that offer a
variety of accessible features. Pier 52 Boat Launch offers a dock with an accessible gangway,
accessible parking, and a loading and unloading area. Mission Creek provides an accessible
gangway to a low-freeboard dock, as well as accessible restrooms. South Beach Harbor has
ADA compliant gangways and high-freeboard docks, as well as accessible parking. Bay Area
Association of Disabled Sailors (BAADS) serves approximately 50 participants each weekend
at the Pier 40. BAADS provides lessons and/or equipment for dinghy and keelboat sailing for
people with disabilities and a Veterans Sailing Program for all veterans.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Summary of Environmental Review
based on the
San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail Plan Final Environmental Impact Report

Candlestick Point State Recreation Area
March 13, 2020
Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Navigational and
Personal
Safety
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-38 to 3-51,
and Figures 3.4.2-1
and 3.4.2-2.

Small boat users should be
aware of winds, tides, and
currents and how to boat near
other vessels. Mudflats can
prohibit landing along the
eastern shore of Candlestick
Point so paddlers will need to
plan to launch and land only at
higher tides.

The Water Trail educational sign
and website provide information
related to navigational and
personal boating safety.

Aesthetics
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-56 to 3-68.

Candlestick Point is considered
an urban site, characterized by
the public park adjacent to
residential and commercial
facilities, backed by views of
the Hunters Point Shipyard
across San Francisco Bay.
Candlestick Point currently has
a variety of interpretive signs
throughout the park.

The Water Trail will require the
inclusion of a Water Trail
identification sign at the site as well
as the educational sign. A “sign
program” will be developed with
California State Parks to ensure
that the I.D. signs and educational
signs do not result in sign clutter at
the site.

Recreation
References: WT
DREIR, pp. 3-32 to 337.

Candlestick Point State
Recreation Area (Candlestick
Point) has a beach, water
access path, parking,
restrooms, campground, a pier
and picnic areas. Land-side
facilities have sufficient
capacity to accommodate
increased levels of use.

Water Trail users may submit
comments to Water Trail staff
through the website if they witness
or experience recreational conflict
at any designated site.

Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Biology – Birds
References: WT FEIR
text and map

There are currently no active
heron or egret rookeries
located within four miles of the
site. Candlestick Point features
numerous species of birds
including hawks, brown
pelicans, cormorants, surf
scoters, western grebes, terns,
and snowy and common
egrets. Shorebirds wade at the
beaches, and the salt marshes
are home to song sparrows and
harvest mice.
This site provides access to
areas where rafting waterfowl
may congregate.

The WT educational sign includes
information about how to paddle
responsibly around wildlife and to
maintain a buffer distance from
various bird species, and to avoid
landing in the marsh or on levees.
The WT website and brochure
include more detailed information
about not disturbing nesting birds.

Black rail and Ridgway’s rail
are present in the marshes of
India Basin, approximately 3.5
miles north.

Signage is needed to emphasize
the importance of keeping a 50-foot
buffer from rail habitat (not entering
channels less than 100 feet wide)
and staying clear of high-tide
refugia, and that landing in
marshes and on levees is
prohibited. The Water Trail
educational sign, brochure and
website include this information.

BiologyVegetation
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-69 to 3-92
and
Table 3.7.2-1 and Table
3.7.2-2.

Biology – Rafting
Waterfowl
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-93 to 3131 and Table 3.8.2-1,
Figure 3.8.2-1.
Biology – Ridgway’s
rail and California black
rail and high tide refugia
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-93 to 3-131 and
Figure 3.8.2-2
Personal
Communication with
CDFW

There is a restored marsh
habitat along the shoreline of
Yosemite Slough, to the north
Jackrabbit Beach and the
campground. Most of the rest
of the shoreline of Candlestick
Point is riprap. LEJ and
California State Parks operate
a native plant nursery and
perform habitat restoration in
upland areas of the park,
including near the campground.

Preventing the inadvertent spread
of exotic, invasive plant species is
important at all launch sites. The
WT educational sign and website
ask WT users to help prevent the
spread of invasive species by
rinsing boats and equipment
immediately after use and by not
landing in marshes or on levees.

Avoiding disturbance of rafting
waterfowl is addressed in the
Water Trail educational sign,
brochure, and website.

Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Biology – Harbor
Seals
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-132 to 3156, Figure
3.9.2-1, and
Tables 3.9.2-1, 3.9.2-2,
3.9.5-1, and 3.9.5-2
Biology – Other Species
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-132 to 3-156
San Francisco Estuary
Institute Salt Marsh
Harvest Mouse Data

There are no primary or
secondary harbor seal haul-out
sites within four miles of this
site.

The WT educational sign,
brochure, and website all advise
boaters not to land at haul-out sites
and to always stay at least 330’
away from hauled-out harbor seals
and at least 500’ away from March
to July when seals are pupping.

No habitat for salt marsh
harvest mouse occurs nearby.

Boaters are advised through the
WT brochure and website to not
disembark in any undesignated
areas or trample sensitive habitats,
including marshes. The WT
educational sign emphasizes that
boaters should not land in marshes
or on levees.

Cultural
Resources
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-163

California State Parks is
The WT website includes
planning improvements
information about avoiding
throughout the Park in coming
disturbance to cultural artifacts.
years. While this area has been
subject to extensive
development over time, the
potential for impacts to cultural
resources would be determined
and mitigated through the
project planning process.
NMSB users are not allowed to
land in adjacent wetland
habitat, which would prevent
potential disturbance of cultural
artifacts.

Biology –Western
Snowy Plover and
California Least Tern
References:
WT DREIR pp. 3-93 to
3-131 and Figure 3.8.23, Personal
Communication with
CDFW

Unique or important western
snowy plover or least tern
habitat does not exist in the
vicinity of Candlestick Point.

Signage is needed to emphasize
the importance of keeping a 650foot buffer from sensitive habitat
and staying clear of high-tide
refugia, and that landing in
marshes and on levees is
prohibited. The Water Trail
educational sign, brochure and
website include this information.

Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Transportation,
Circulation, and
Parking

The site has two large parking
areas that can accommodate
users.

Most users utilizing the
campground will access the site
from other launch locations, so
increased use of parking facilities is
anticipated to be negligible.
However, sufficient capacity exists
to allow for significant increases in
use.

Hydrology

California State Parks is
planning improvements
throughout the park in coming
years. The potential for impacts
to water resources would be
determined and mitigated
through the project planning
process.

Hydrological changes would occur
consistent with regulatory
requirements.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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