( (.), San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail

Site Description for Association of
Coastal . P . ﬁ Bay Area Governments
Conservancy Pittsburg Marina

Location, Ownership, and Management: The Pittsburg Marina is located north of downtown
Pittsburg along the San Joaquin / Sacramento River. The marina is owned and managed by the
City of Pittsburg.

Contact Name: Sara Aliotti, Waterfront and Economic Development Division

Contact Phone: (925) 252-4109
Contact E-mail: saliotti@ci.pittsburg.ca.us

Marina Launch w/ Rentals Boat Launch Marina Launch Gangway

Facility Description: The Pittsburg Marina serves both motorized and non-motorized boat
users, providing access to the San Joaquin / Sacramento River, which is navigable to the San
Francisco Bay. The Pittsburg Marina provides non-motorized small boat access at two primary
locations:

Marina Launch — Marina launch facilities are located behind a locked gate adjacent to
the Harbormaster Office. Access to this launch is open to the public upon request seven days a
week from 8am — 5pm. The Harbormaster is on-site Monday-Friday 8am-5pm, and Marina Staff
are on-site Saturday and Sunday 8am-5pm. Access to the Marina’s high-freeboard docks is via
an ADA gangway. A slip adjacent to the Harbormaster Office has been designated for non-
motorized small boaters and includes a recently installed low-float EZ Launch Accessible
Transfer System connected to composit high-freeboard docks. This system includes guide rails
for easy access in and out of the water, launch rollers, and a transfer bench and transfer slide
boards that allow users to sit, slide over and drop down into a kayak or canoe then to use the
side rails to pull off or back on. Additionally there is a SUP grab bar to assist in balance when
launching and landing. The City offers kayaks and SUP rentals at this location along with paddles
and life jackets.

Boat Launch - Boat Launch facilities consist of two corrugated cement boat ramps with
two high-freeboard docks. The high-freeboard docks are made of wood and extend
approximately 100 feet. This launch is designed primarily for trailered boats, but is used by
many different boat types. There is also a non-motorized boat launch ramp to the northwest of
the ramps with pedestrian access.
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Site Description for Pittsburg Marina

Restrooms

Parking

Site Overview Map

Boat Launch — Ramp and
High-freeboard docks

Marina Launch — Low-
freeboard dock w/ Transfer
System

Other Identifying or General Information:

Site ID: CC26

In WT Plan: Yes

Existing or Planned: Existing
Ownership: Public

County: Contra Costa
Geo-Region: Carquinez Strait

SF Bay Plan Region: Carquinez Strait

Home of a Club: No

Used by a Program that Assists Persons with
Disabilities: No

Appreciated for Windy Conditions: No

Near Food or Drink: Yes

Proximity to Other Sites: Bay Point Regional

Launch or Destination: Launch

Shoreline is located 4.25 miles to the west.
The Antioch Marina is located 3.75 miles to
the east. Big Break Regional Shoreline is

located over 9 miles to the east.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Site Description for Pittsburg Marina

Description of Launch/Landing:

Fixed Dock/Pier Launch/Landing: Yes
Float: Yes
Freeboard Level: Low (less than 9")

Transfer/Launch Assistance System: Yes
Gangway: Yes

Gangway Length (feet): 90

Gangway Width (inches): 60
Gangway Slope Description: Designed to meet
ADA requirements at all tides.

Boat/Trailer Ramp: Yes
Fee for Launch or Parking: No

Mudflats Affect Site Usability: No

Beach Wheelchair Available: No

Stair Water Entry: No

Beach: No

Firm-Surface Beach Crossing: No

Other Launch/Landing Notes: The City recently
installed a low-float EZ Launch Accessible
Transfer System in the Marina. Use is open to
the public upon request of the Harbormaster.

Restrictions: Gate hours are 8am - 5pm for the
Marina Launch. The Boat Launch ramp and
high-freeboard dock have no posted time limits.

Water Entry Path: No

Marina Launch features a low-float EZ Launch
Accessible Transfer System and kayak and SUP

rentals.

The Boat Launch features three high-freeboard
docks and two corrugated cement boat ramps.

Site Appears to be Suitable For:

Kayak: Yes
Windsurfer: No
Kiteboard: No
Whaleboat: Yes

Stand Up Paddleboard: Yes

Canoe: Yes

Outrigger Canoe: Yes
Sculling: Yes
Rowboat/Dinghy: Yes
Dragonboat: Yes

Notes: The City offers kayak and SUP rentals from the Marina Launch.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Site Description for Pittsburg Marina

Transportation and Parking:

General Spaces (number): 100+
Duration (hours): No posted time limits

Overnight Parking Possibly Allowed: Not in
City lots, but per the City’s Municipal Code,

vehicles can be parked on the street for up to

72 hours at a time.

Overnight Parking Description: Nearby street
parking does not have posted time limits.
Loading/Unloading Area: Yes

ADA Parking Spaces (number): 11

ADA Parking Description: There are van
accessible ADA spaces located near each
launch.

Bay Trail: No

Public Transportation: The 381 Bus Line has a
stop at Railroad Avenue and East 8th Street,
approximately 500 feet from the Marina. This
bus route connects riders to the Pittsburg
Center BART station located approximately

Marina Launch parking is provided on both

sides of the commercial building that includes
restaurants and restrooms.

two miles south of the Marina.

Boat Launch parking is provided in a large
surface lot that has spaces for trailered boats
and personal vehicles.

Path of Travel:

Path of Travel Exists: Yes

This site is designed for universal accessibility.

Distance to Launch from Parking Area (feet): 350
Distance to Launch from ADA Parking (feet): 350
Distance to Launch from ADA Restrooms (feet): 240
Distance from ADA Restrooms to ADA Parking (feet): 50

Path of Travel Description: Path of travel is paved and appears smooth at the Marina Launch.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail
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Site Description for Pittsburg Marina 5

Other Site Amenities:

Total Restrooms: 2 Boat Washing: Yes
Total ADA Restrooms: 2 Rigging/Staging Area: No
Restroom Description: Public restrooms Picnic Tables: Yes

available within businesses near the top of the | Benches: Yes
Marina Launch. There are outdated public BBQ: No

restrooms located near the boat launch ramp.

Boat Storage: No

Boat Launch ADA restrooms are located near the top of the ramp and open daylight hours.

Restrooms for the Marina Launch are located within the commercial building located adjacent
to the top of the gangway.

Overnight Accommodations:
Hotel: No Hostel: No Ship: No Camping: No Other: No

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail May 31, 2018



Site Description for Pittsburg Marina 6

Additional Notes Related to Accessibility:

The Marina Launch has been designed to meet ADA standards. Facilities include an accessible
gangway that leads to a composit dock. The gangway meets ADA slopes at all tides and is
located adjacent to the kayak launch. The kayak launch includes a low-float dock with
handbars, rollers, and a transfer system.

The ADA parking spaces and a paved path of travel from the parking area located
approximately 350 feet south of the Marina Launch. ADA restrooms are located within the
building near the top of the launch, via an accessible path of travel.
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The Accessible Transfer System exceeds the minimum requirements of the ADA. The Transfer
Bench is built with two heights for varying wheelchair sizes and two Transfer Slide Boards to
accommodate differing watercraft heights. The Transfer Slide Boards land securely on a
railing system that stabilize and provide grab bar transfer assistance for easy slide movement.
Users can simply slide over and drop down into a kayak or canoe while utilizing handrails to
pull off and on.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail May 31, 2018



Site Description for Pittsburg Marina 7

Additional Notes on Use of Site (Boating and Non-Boating) and Existing and Planned

Management:

Most paddlers use the Marina Launch area due to ease of use and proximity to parking. The
newly added low-freeboard EZ-dock launch is anticipated to increase site use. The City runs
kayak and SUP rental programs from this launch. The Boat Launch is popular during
weekends, particularly during salmon fishing season, with lots of trailered boats launching
and landing.

Safety and Security, including Parking:

Duck hunting occurs in nearby wetlands October to February. Outside the Pittsburg Marina,
small craft should be cautious and avoid the barges and other large ships that frequent the
shipping lanes along the San Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers. Cargo ships, motorized boats,
and sailboats are regularly moving along the rivers and within the Marina, so small non-
motorized boats need to take caution to avoid these vessels.

Winds and currents on the rivers can be strong; paddlers need to take care to stay within
their skill level.

Wildlife and Habitat Considerations:

Extensive marshes known to contain sensitive species and habitats occur on islands and along
the shoreline of the San Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers in the vicinity of the Pittsburg
Marina. Browns Island Regional Shoreline is located across New York Slough from the Marina.
Browns Island is managed by the East Bay Regional Park District and contains six rare and
endangered plant species and habitat for a variety of birds. There is no public access to the
Island.

Education, Outreach, and Stewardship, Including Signage:

The City of Pittsburg has applied for funding for school programs to explore local wetlands,
learning about species, habitats, and water science. The Harbormaster Office includes a wide

variety of brochures and information for the public.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail May 31, 2018



Site Description for Pittsburg Marina 8

Other Existing or Anticipated Water Trail-Related Issues and Opportunities:

There is a restaurant located adjacent to the Marina Launch called the Waterfront Grill &
Café. It serves lunch and dinner with a full bar, and is expected to begin serving breakfast this
summer. The Kite Bar, a coffee shop and kiteboard vendor, recently closed but the City is
pursuing other potential vendors such as restaurants and wine bars. As of May 2018, the City
hired two part time seasonal staff to run equipment rentals at the Marina Launch.
Additionally, several annual events for boaters are hosted at the Marina, between the launch
ramps and the ADA kayak launch. These events include karaoke, trivia, and open mic nights,
wine and beer tasting every first Friday of summer months, 4t of July Fireworks Viewing, a
Seafood Festival, a Jazz, Blue and Funk Festival, a music in the park concert series, and a
classic car show. Additional information is available on the Pittsburg Marina website
(www.pittsburgmarina.com/events).

Accessibility of Sites within the Suisun / Delta Geo-Region:

There are six potential/existing Water Trail sites identified within this geo-region: Suisun City
Marina (Designated); Downtown Suisun City (Designated); Belden’s Landing; Antioch Marina
(Designated); Big Break Regional Shoreline (Designated); and, Bay Point Regional Shoreline.
Of these, the Suisun City Marina, Downtown Suisun, Antioch Marina, and Big Break Regional
Shoreline provide a variety of accessible facilities. The Pittsburg Marina was not previously
included in the Accessibility Plan.

The experiences that are available in the Suisun / Delta Geo-Region are primarily more rural
experiences in slough environments. There are several sites that offer a variety of accessible
features. With the new EZ-Dock, the Pittsburg Marina has the most accessible launch in this
geo-region.

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail May 31, 2018


http://www.pittsburgmarina.com/events

Summary of Environmental Review

based on the

San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail Plan Final Environmental Impact Report

Pittsburg Marina and Riverview Park

June 15, 2018

Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Recreation
References: WT
DREIR, pp. 3-32 to 3-
37.

The Pittsburg Marina and
Riverview Park are a
developed facilities with boat
launching available from
several locations, parking,
restrooms, restaurant, and a
picnic area and trails. Facilities
are well maintained and have
sufficient capacity to
accommodate increased levels
of use.

Hunting is allowed in several of
the marshes within four miles of
the site, although hunting is not
allowed in any of the marshes
immediately adjacent to the
site.

Water Trail users may submit
comments to Water Trail staff
through the website if they witness
or experience recreational conflict
at any designated site. The Water
Trail educational sign would
include warnings about seasonal
hunting in the Bay (Oct — Jan) and
includes the State Fish and Wildlife
website for specific information.

Navigational and
Personal

Safety

References: WT

DREIR pp. 3-38 to 3-51,
and Figures 3.4.2-1

and 3.4.2-2.

Small boat users should be
aware of winds, tides, and
currents and how to boat near
other vessels on the San
Joaquin and Sacramento
Rivers.

The Water Trail educational sign
that would be installed provides
information related to navigational
and personal boating safety.




Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Aesthetics
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-56 to 3-68.

The Pittsburg Marina and
Riverview Park are considered
an urban/wildland interface site,
characterized by the public
marina and park adjacent to
industrial facilities, backed by
views of marshes across the
San Joaquin River and rising
hills beyond.

The Water Trail will require the
inclusion of a Water Trail
identification sign at the sites as
well as the educational sign. A
“sign program” will be developed
with the City of Pittsburg to ensure
that the 1.D. signs and educational
signs do not result in sign clutter at
the site.

Biology-

Vegetation

References: WT

DREIR pp. 3-69 to 3-92
and

Table 3.7.2-1 and Table
3.7.2-2.

Extensive marshes known to
contain sensitive species and
habitats occur on islands and
along the shoreline of the San
Joaquin and Sacramento
Rivers in the vicinity of the
Pittsburg Marina. Browns
Island Regional Shoreline is
located across New York
Slough from the Marina.
Browns Island is managed by
the East Bay Regional Park
District and contains six rare
and endangered plant species
and habitat for a variety of
birds.

There is no public access to
Browns Island. Preventing the
inadvertent spread of exotic,
invasive plant species is important
at all launch sites. The WT
educational sign and website ask
WT users to help prevent the
spread of invasive species by
rinsing boats and equipment
immediately after use and by not
landing in marshes or on levees.

Biology — Birds
References: WT FEIR
text and map

There is currently one active
heron or egret rookery located
across the River within four
miles of the site.

The WT educational sign includes
information about how to paddle
responsibly around wildlife and to
maintain a buffer distance from
nesting herons and egrets, and to
avoid landing in the marsh or on
levees. The WT website and
brochure include more detailed
information about not disturbing
nesting birds.

Biology — Rafting
Waterfowl
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-93 to 3-
131 and Table 3.8.2-1,
Figure 3.8.2-1.

This site provides access to
areas where rafting waterfowl
may congregate.

Avoiding disturbance of rafting
waterfowl is addressed in the
Water Trail educational sign,
brochure, and website.




Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Biology — Ridgway’s
rail and California black
rail and high tide refugia
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-93 to 3-131 and
Figure 3.8.2-2

Personal
Communication with
CDFW

Black rail and Ridgway’s rail
habitat are not known to be
present in the nearby marshes.

Signage is needed to emphasize
the importance of keeping a 50-foot
buffer from rail habitat (not entering
channels less than 100 feet wide)
and staying clear of high-tide
refugia, and that landing in
marshes and on levees is
prohibited. The Water Trail
educational sign, brochure and
website include this information.

Biology —Western
Snowy Plover and
California Least Tern
References:

WT DREIR pp. 3-93 to
3-131 and Figures
3.8.2-3, Personal
Communication with
CDFW

Unigue or important western
snowy plover or least tern
habitat does not exist in the
vicinity of the Pittsburg Marina
or Riverview Park.

Signage is needed to emphasize
the importance of keeping a 650-
foot buffer from snowy plover
habitat and staying clear of high-
tide refugia, and that landing in
marshes and on levees is
prohibited. The Water Trail
educational sign, brochure and
website include this information.

Biology — Northwestern
Pond Turtles:
References Water Trail
DREIR, Personal
Communication with
CDFW

Northwestern pond turtles are
generally found in freshwater
ponds, not in sloughs. There is
suitable woody debris where
the turtles would bask along the
San Joaquin River.

Boaters are advised through the
WT brochure and website to not
disembark in any undesignated
areas or trample sensitive habitats,
including marshes. The WT
educational sigh emphasizes that
boaters should not land in marshes
or on levees.

Biology — Harbor
Seals

References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-132 to 3-
156, Figure

3.9.2-1, and

Tables 3.9.2-1, 3.9.2-2,
3.9.5-1, and 3.9.5-2

There are no primary or
secondary harbor seal haul-out
sites within four miles of the
sites.

The WT educational sign,
brochure, and website all advise
boaters not to land at haul-out sites
and to always stay at least 330’
away from hauled-out harbor seals
and at least 500’ away from March
to July when seals are pupping.




Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Biology — Other Species
References: WT DREIR
pp. 3-132 to 3-156

San Francisco Estuary
Institute Salt Marsh
Harvest Mouse Data

Habitat for salt marsh harvest
mouse occurs throughout the
nearby marshes.

Boaters are advised through the
WT brochure and website to not
disembark in any undesignated
areas or trample sensitive habitats,
including marshes. The WT
educational sign emphasizes that
boaters should not land in marshes
or on levees.

Cultural
Resources
References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-163

No WT-related construction is
planned at this time. NMSB
users are advised not to land in
adjacent wetland habitat, which
would prevent potential
disturbance of cultural artifacts.

The WT website includes
information about avoiding
disturbance to cultural artifacts.

Hydrology

No WT-related construction is
planned at this time.

No hydrological changes would
occur from existing conditions.

Transportation,
Circulation, and
Parking

The sites have a large parking
lots that can accommodate
users.

Increased use by non-motorized
small boat users is not expected to
overwhelm parking or road
capacity.
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