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Safety and Security, including Parking:

The beach opens into a large basin protected by a long breakwater. This area is quite shallow
and provides a protected launch for novice paddlers to learn skills.

Wildlife and Habitat Considerations:

According to recently completed CEQA documents, there are five special-status wildlife
species that have a moderate potential to occur in the vicinity of the site: green sturgeon;
steelhead; chinook salmon (Sacramento and Central Valley); longfin smelt; and California
least tern. No suitable nesting habitat for least tern occurs on the site, although they may
forage in nearby waters. A harbor seal haul-out is located within a mile of the beach. The WT
educational sign, brochure, and website all advise boaters not to land at haul-out sites and to
always stay at least 330" away from hauled-out harbor seals and at least 500" away from
March to July when seals are pupping. Water Trail signage onsite would educate paddlers
about appropriate avoidance measures.

Education, Outreach, and Stewardship, Including Signage:

There is interpretive signage about Bay wildlife provided by East Bay Regional Park District
located at the entrance to the beach.

Other Existing or Anticipated Water Trail-Related Issues and Opportunities:

The City of Alameda received a $300,000 planning grant from the Division of Boating and
Waterways to fund design and obtained required permits for the Encinal Boat Launch Facility
renovation. The improvements include:
e Replace the existing dock float and add a second dock float for non-motorized
watercraft.
e Renovate the boat ramp for improved safety and traction for launching.
e Repave the driveway and parking lot with new lighting and signage for safety.
e Replace the restroom facility.
e Create ADA compliant access between the parking lot, restroom and boat ramp as
well as two ADA trailer parking stalls.
e Add a fish cleaning station, outdoor shower and kayak staging pad.

The East Bay Regional Park District is also making improvements to the beach and dune area
that will include:

e Removal of scattered debris along the shoreline;

e Removal of the barge structure;

e Shoreline stabilization;

e Grading and beach nourishment;

e Native dune restoration; and

e Improved path to the beach.
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Accessibility of Sites within the Oakland Waterfront Geo-Region:

There are nine potential/existing Water Trail sites identified within this geo-region: Middle
Harbor Park, Jack London Square/CCK, Jack London Aquatic Center, Grand Avenue Boat
Ramp, Encinal Beach and Boat Launch, Crown Memorial State Beach (designated), Tidewater
Boating Center (designated), EImhurst Creek, and Doolittle Drive. Of these, Middle Harbor
Park, Jack London Square/CCK, Jack London Aquatic Park, Crown Memorial State Beach, and
Tidewater Boating Center provide a variety of accessible facilities.

The Oakland Waterfront Geo-Region provides opportunities to enjoy windy conditions, calm
conditions, wildlife viewing, urban experiences, dining, and overnight accommodations. As
mentioned above, numerous locations within this geo-region offer accessible features.

Upon completion of construction, the Encinal Beach and Boat Launch facility will be ADA
accessible. Currently, the most broadly accessible site in this geo-region is Tidewater Boating
Center, which offers a long gangway with resting areas, permanent accessible restrooms,
accessible parking, a long low-freeboard dock and other accessible amenities such as a
drinking fountain, and loading/unloading area.
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Resource Area

Impacts Analysis

Notes

Biology —California Least

Tern
References:

WT DREIR pp. 3-93 to 3-

131 and Figure 3.8.2-3

The largest Bay Area colony of
endangered California least terns
nests at the Alameda Point wildlife
refuge approximately 2 miles north
of Encinal. The wildlife refuge is
closed to visitors. Historically,
California least terns have also
been observed at Oakland Airport;
the vicinity of the airport is off-
limits to boaters for security
reasons.

The Water Trail educational sign and
brochure include bird avoidance
information.

Biology — Harbor

Seals

References: WT
DREIR pp. 3-132 to 3-
156, Figure

3.9.2-1, and

Tables 3.9.2-1, 3.9.2-2,
3.9.5-1, and 3.9.5-2

A secondary haul-out site has
been observed at the end of the
Encinal Beach breakwater within a
mile of this site.

The WT educational sign, brochure,
and website all advise boaters not to
land at haul-out sites and to always
stay at least 330’ away from hauled-
out harbor seals and at least 500’
away from March to July when seals
are pupping. The permanent inclusion
of this information in WT media is a
good precaution to reach boaters who
may paddle more than eight miles in
one day or take a multiple-day trip.

Cultural NMSB users are not allowed to The WT website includes information
Resources land in nearby wetland habitat, about avoiding disturbance to cultural
potentially disturbing cultural artifacts.

artifacts.

Hydrology No WT-related construction is No Water-Trail-related changes to site
planned at this time. Proposed hydrology would occur at the site.
improvements are being
addressed through a separate
CEQA and permit process.

Transportation, Parking is typically sufficient to Increased use by non-motorized small

Circulation, and
Parking

meet demand on all but the most
crowded weekends.

boat users is not expected to be great
enough to overwhelm parking.
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